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MAN 2 Yes, the suitcase you brought with you is next 
to your table 


The man goes to the suitcase shocked and looks 


it over. 
Man [Panicked] Are you sure it’s mine? 
MAN 2 Of course I am. You don’t seem very well sir. 


The man takes the suitcase and puts it calmly on 
the table. The man at the counter is looking 
curiously at him. He opens the suitcase gently. 
The man takes the dagger with shaking hands, as 


if it cuts him for a moment, he drops it. Lights 
off. There is only a dim light on Munch’s 
painting. A horrendous scream is heard. Pure 
darkness. 

End of Episode II 


Siamak Mohajeri, 2006. 
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Excuse me, have you seen my wife? 

Pardon me? 

I mean haven’t you seen my wife going out of 
the coffee shop? 

Your wife? 

Yes, before the power went out, my wife and I 
were talking together but when the lights 
came back on she was not there. 

I really don’t seem to understand what you’re 
talking about. As far as I remember you 
entered the coffee shop alone an hour ago? 
What? Sir, my wife and I came out of the 
house today to relax, take a walk and then 
come here and have coffee. 

I’m sure you and your wife came out today to 
relax and take a walk, or do whatever you 
wanted to, but I’m equally sure that you came 
alone to this café and sat at a table and ordered 
two coffees. 

You bastard! Do you think I’m a fool? I said I 
came with my wife and I want her back from 
you. 

[Tries to avoid the topic] Maybe I’m mistaken. I 
didn’t mean to be insulting. When the power 
was out I couldn’t see anywhere either, maybe 
she’s gone out then. 


Man quickly heads for the door. 
I’m sorry, you forgot to pay for the table. 


The man takes out a bundle of notes and puts it 
on the counter. 


Keep the change. 
Rushes to the door. 

I’m very sorry again. You left your suitcase. 
The man freezes. 


Suitcase?! 
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And so was I; the character of the story of life. 
But life’s not a story. 

That’s your mistake. Life is a story more than 
any other. 

So, what’s its difference with a story? 

Do you know what kind of people become 
story writers? Those who haven’t been able to 
make a story out of their own lives and 
thought story is somewhere where life’s not 
present. 


Lights off. The stage sinks into absolute darkness. 


A voice in the dark I guess the fuses are out again. Sit still, 


it'll come back on soon. 


Man’s voice in darkness Yes, maybe you are right and 


Man 


I couldn’t make a story out of my life, but I 
want to say there’s not much difference 
between me and you. We are both the same, 
two sides of a coin. We’ve both forgotten all 
about life. We’ve taken it easy, taken children, 
a real job, father, mother, society easy... taken 
everything for granted. Crossed a red line on 
everything, even ourselves. Our only 
difference is that you left your whole life 
behind all at once, I'm leaving it behind bit by 
bit. You know, I’m very tired. I also felt that 
Ive entered this world to fabricate. Knit 
everything together. I had planned to knit a 
whole lot of things. But I couldn’t, do you 
know why? Because what you see at first sight 
isn’t what it really turns out to be in the end. I 
feel I’ve lost this thread and the more I try, the 
more I get entangled in it. 

With the light coming back on we see the man 

resting his head on the table at the coffee shop. 


There’s no one in the coffee shop. Only a man at 
the counter. 


Why did you disappear while I was talking? 


Gets up. Goes to the counter. 
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[He leans forward and rests his elbows on the table] I 
don’t know. I think the papers are fabricating 
too, 

What are you talking about? You can’t deny 
this one. 

I don’t know. Maybe you have fabricated so 
many stories for me that I assume everything’s 
a story. You know, I keep thinking that my 
brain is knitting rows instead of folds. God 
knows when each of these stitches is going to 
be opened. 

Life is a story. Story of someone sitting and 
making for all; for some people a hat, for 
someone a scarf and for another a sweatshirt. 
And he knits for someone, keeps knitting, but 
it’s not clear what he knits. Neither him, nor 
any other one knows... It’s just obvious that 
he knits slowly, really slow. But when it 
comes to opening things up, he slits them all 
at once. 

[Sunken] Why do you think we ended up here?! 
Maybe because you took everything so 
seriously. 

Shouldn’t I have done so? 

I don’t know. I just know you had to put 
things straight with yourself. 

Didn’t I? 

No! 

How about you? Were you straight with 
yourself? 

At least I tried my best to live the way I 
thought was right. But you didn’t live the way 
you wrote stories. 

I don’t get you. 

The characters of your stories lived the way 
they thought was right, but I wasn’t allowed 
to live the way I wanted to. I mean that was 
what you wanted. 

Well, they were characters. 
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had decided to pull down the ancient plane 
tree, they were faced with a peculiar scene. 
Based on the report by the City Hall Public 
Relations office, while pulling the tree down, 
the agents found hands holding on to its roots 
and they would not let go of them. Local 
authorities, according to an informed source, 
are investigating the scale of this event, the 
report of which is to be provided to the 
public. The authorities have refused to explain 
more on the issue. Eye witnesses unanimously 
report on really big hands, very much similar 
to human hands holding on to the roots. 
While the rumors are really hot on the issue, 
an official, who did not wish his identity to be 
revealed, told our reporter that there must be 
secret hands at work behind this event. ” 

So what do you think? 

[Silent] 

It was interesting, right? 

[Hasn’t taken her seriously] You’ve made it up 
again? 

No, take a look if you don’t believe me. 

[Not looking at it] You looked, that’s quite 
enough. 

Believe me. I’m not lying. Just take a look. 


The man pulls the paper to himself reluctantly. 
He gradually becomes more interested. He reads 


the news subtly, leans back on his chair and sinks 
into his thoughts. 


What do you think then? 


Man is sunken. 


So, you see I was right. Now what do you say? 


after the tree in Shahroud, Iran. Old and gigantic plane trees are part of the city’s 


collective identity. [Translator] 
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Oh... I almost forgot it... I... I... I bought a 
paper today. 
That’s your everyday job. 
No, only for this news... Wait, let me read it 
for you. [Looks for the newspaper] 
I don’t want you to read it for me. 
It’s very interesting. Let me read it to you. 
I said there’s no need. I don’t want to hear any 
pieces of news anymore. 
But this one’s really interesting. 
I know all your interesting news by heart: a 
man killed his wife, chopped his wife’s body 
up, and threw her flesh to carnivorous fish of 
his aquarium after grinding her limbs... 
Look... 
A man killed his wife and put her inside the 
bedroom wall... 
Listen. 
Tehran homicide detectives found the 
slaughtered body of a woman in the sewage 
system. 
Listen please, this one’s very exciting. 
I won’t. 
The subject is completely different. 
I said shut up. [Calm] I don’t want to hear 
anything. 

Both remain silent for a few minutes. The 

woman opens the paper again suddenly. 


I have to read this for you. 
Man remains silent. 
Shall IP 
Man still silent. 


Shall I? T’ll read. “Yesterday at Chenar- 
sookhte’ square, when municipality agents 


'- Chenar-sookhte [The Burned Plane Tree; self-burned with old age] is the name of an 
ancient plane tree [more than 500 years old] located at the center of a square named 
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It’s not in my hands, believe me, I don’t want 
to have anything to do with you. But I feel as 
though I have butterflies in my stomach. 
[Repeats to herself] 

Why don’t you go to a doctor? 

Doctors are for people who are in pain, not 
for those who suffer from insanity. 

How about being away from each other for a 
while, for the sake of both of us? 

You mean to get it over with? 

No, no. that’s not what I mean. I mean if we 
stay away from one another for a while, it’ll 
be good for both of us. [ll see to my work 
and you'll have time to think. Look, you 
know well, I’ve tons of work to do. 

You’re going to get rid of me little by little 
this way, aren’t you? 

No, we’re just going to separate for a short 
while, to think well. How do you know you 
won’t come to the conclusion that we must 
split? 

[Sarcastically] Yes, and in your loneliness you’re 
going to think. 

No, I’m going to attend to my work. You 
think instead of everyone. 

What work? 

[Angrily] I’m going to tear all the drafts and 
start writing them again. 

Why 7 

de yourself. 

You're lying. You’re going to change the place 
of your suitcase. 

[Frustrated] No, I’m going to buy a suitcase, put 
it at home, and wait for you. 

With a dagger? 

[Bangs his hand on the table] Maybe with a cleaver. 


The woman recoils fear-stricken and artificially 
tries to change the subject. 
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one of your writings there. I feared it might be 
lost. Of course I didn’t read it. I put it on your 
desk. 

Yes, I saw it. P’'d been looking for it for a long 
time. I took it and put it in the closet. 

[Shivers] In the closet? 

Yes, it had to be placed in my archive. 
[Worried] Why in the closet? 

Well, it’s natural. It might have been lost again 
if I hadn’t put it there. 

[More worried] Suitcase... was your suitcase in 
the closet too? 

[Doesn’t get it] Suitcase? What suitcase? 

[Assertive and earthly] Where did you hide that 
suitcase? 

Oh... Which suitcase are you talking about? 
The same suitcase you keep hiding from me! 
I’ve said it a hundred times and I'll say it 
again: I have no suitcase. 

Yes, you do! You have a dagger and a suitcase 
hidden. 

Yeah, you’re right. I have a dagger and a 
suitcase I’ve hidden. 

Where? 

In your mind! 

[Defeated] There’s nothing on my mind. 

On the contrary, everything is in your mind. 
All these games. 

What should I do? You tell me, for God’s 
sake, why have I become like this? 

You don’t know? You really don’t know why 
you have become like this? Forget about 
yourself, you’re ruining my life too. 

You tell me what to do. 

I don’t know what you should do. I’m serious 
about this. I really don’t know what you 
should do, but please, at least don’t have 
anything to do with me anymore. 
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The fact that they influence you shows that 
they’re not all nonsense. 

I wish they had an influence. Your nonsense 
has pierced my brain like a drill pierces a wall. 
Got it? 

Why do you hate me so much? 

I don’t. I hate your thoughts. 

But what do I think? 

You think I’m idle like you. That you should 
fabricate these nonsense stories until you drive 
me crazy too and make me pick fights with 
you. 

Why are you so irritable today? 

I wasn’t. I’d come here to have coffee and 
smoke a ciggie, but you won’t leave me alone 
here either. 

But what did I do? 

[Agitated] Stop asking me when I went, what I 
thought about, what I did... use your brain a 
bit, instead of asking these stupid questions. 
You’re right. I’m not feeling well. I don’t 
know what I’m doing. Excuse me. 


The man plays around with his cup. 
Will you forgive me? 


Man’s silent. 


I said will you forgive me? 

Yes, will you stop it? 

Ok. Whatever you say. [Tries to change the 
subject] I ironed your clothes. Did you notice? 


It seems the man welcomes the change in the 
mood. 


Yes, thank you. 

I tidied your study room too. And I dusted 
your bookcase thoroughly. 

I saw it today. Thanks. 

[Looking for something to say] Hmm. By the way, 
when I was cleaning under the rug, I found 
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Please. 

[Without taking any notice] So that the other one 
would cut himself before chopping them up. 
Don’t go on. Please! 

I don’t want to go on. You like me to make 
things up. 

No, you don’t fabricate, you slit things. 

Well, when someone keeps fabricating, she'll 
run short of thread and someone must slit it 
open. 

Leave me. Let me be. Neither fabricate, nor 
slit. 

Ok. So let me have my coffee and smoke my 
cigarette. 


Lights a cigarette and engages in reading the 
paper. 


The woman is nervous and helpless. Plays 
around with the newspapers. Suddenly, as if she 
wants to change the mood. 


By the way, aren’t you going to you publish 
your last story? 

No! 

Why? 

Because it’s not finished. 

But you said you’ve finished it. 

Now I think it needs something. 

What? 

I don’t know. I don’t know myself. You make 
things up so much that when I begin to write 
I’m not sure if I’m writing myself or ’'m 
sticking your fabrications on to the paper. 
Seriously? You mean what I say comes in 
handy when writing your story? 

No! 

So what? 

They just meddle, like you. You’ve repeated 
all this nonsense so many times that when I 
come to write, what I intend to write turns 
into something else. 
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inside it? Jewels? Who would I want to give 
those jewels to if there were any? Would I 
want to take them to my grave with me? 
INo....L... think... 

You think what? I killed someone and put 
him in there? 

I don’t know. 

What would I want to do with the body? To 
put it in the suitcase for what? 

Don’t talk like that. It scares me. 

I don’t like to talk like this. It’s you who likes 
me to fabricate such stories. 

Fabricate, but not too fast. 

I don’t want to fabricate at all, because all our 
knitting has already been done. That was my 
mother who kept knitting me scarves and this 
is you, fabricating stories for me all the time. 
My mother was like you, she had made herself 
sick with all the knitting. She knitted so much 
that she went blind. I’d said “but mom, what 
can I do with such a long scarf? It doesn’t 
finish even if I turn it a hundred times around 
myself!” she’d say, “one day a very harsh 
winter will come which a couple of extra 
layers of this scarf won’t be able to protect 
you against. ” My father used to say “this is a 
scarf for all the boys on Earth”. 

But I don’t fabricate. I think all men have a 
hidden dagger and a suitcase. 

And I think all women hide knife steels in 
their stuff. 

Don’t talk like that, you’re scaring me. 

How can I say it to make you more afraid? 


The woman is silent. 


Do you want me to say how they do it? 

No, don’t say anymore. 

[Without taking any notice] They sharpen both 
edges; they even sharpen the handle. Do you 
know why? 
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Wait, but that’s what you just read a minute 
ago. 

No, that was the news. 

He had killed his wife and had put her in a 
suitcase, too. 

Yes, but the story of that play was slightly 
different. 

I think you’ve read a piece of news and have 
fabricated a story for it. 

What story? We saw this play together last 
week... 

As far as I remember, I didn’t move an inch 
away from my room. You know this one 
well. 

So? 

So you’re making it up again. 

It means we didn’t go to any plays last week? 
Of course we didn’t. I was doing my work the 
whole time in my room last week and you 
were searching in every corner of the house. 
For what? 

Ask yourself. 

[Buried in her thoughts] You mean I’ve gone 
crazy? 

Honey, we’ve come out after a week of hard 
work. Please don’t get on my nerves. 

But I thought... 

You’ve been thinking many things. I mean 
you’ve had hallucinations... for instance, you 
thought I owned a mysterious suitcase that I 
was hiding in the closet. 

Well, you had hidden it. 

Honey, but I showed you the closet. You saw 
there was nothing there. 

But I’m sure there had been, but it’s not now. 
You mean it has disappeared? 

[Anxious] Maybe you’ve hidden it. 

So let’s imagine I’d taken it to the basement 
and I’d hidden it. What do you think was 
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But I want to prove to you that what I find 
interesting is interesting for others too. This 
play we went to last week, for example, 
remember? 

Which one? 

The Biography of an Event Which Occured In 
the Skull. 

What’s that? 

Honey, it’s the name. Remember? 

No! 

Why not? The story of that woman who was 
killed by her husband... 

Oh, this obsession with reading, so now using 
that play and this piece of news you’re 
probably going to come up with some 
worthless interpretation. 

It’s not worthless. It’s very important. 
Worthless or not. I’m not willing to hear it. 
Just listen to me for a moment. Let me say 
what I want to say... so you remember the 
play... 

No, I don’t. 

How come you don’t... last week...? 

Last week? But I don’t remember. 

How come, last weekend...? 

Tell me its subject. Maybe I’ll remember. 

The play with a man and a woman. The 
woman thought, I mean she had 
hallucinations, that she had become pregnant 
with her husband’s baby and that she was 
going to give birth to a weird creature... 

Weird creature? 

Yes, she thought she was going to bear a child 
like an octopus, and then she made up stories 
for her husband, so much so that one night 
the man took a knife and attacked her to take 
the octopus out of her belly. He killed his 
wife for the fear of the octopus, then chopped 
her up and put her into a suitcase. 
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How don’t you? Men are like animals 
nowadays, they are killed with no fear. 

So what does it have to do with us? 

You really don’t seem to understand, these are 
human beings for God’s sake. 

So they are. 

May I ask what does interest you? 

Anything that doesn’t interest you. 

Are you trying to make me mad? 

No, exactly those things that you are 
interested in have no attraction for me. 

Why do you want to relate everything to me? 
These are things that are happening right 
around us. 

I’ve heard it all before, so don’t try to show 
that you are very concerned about our 
surroundings. 

Why do you think I’m not? 

Because you are lying, even to yourself. Are 
you concerned about your surroundings or 
yourself? Say what’s really on your mind. 
What story are you going to come up with 
this time? 

Believe me it’s nothing. I just want to know if 
those things that are interesting to me aren’t 
interesting to you, then what do you find 
interesting? 

I said those things which you don’t. 

So it’s you who has to be honest and say 
what’s really on his mind. What do you think 
you find interesting which I don’t? 

That I have peace. 

You mean I don’t like you to have peace? 

No! 

Why?! 

I don’t know. 

So what do you know? 

I just know that I like to sit down here, have a 
cup of black coffee and smoke a cigarette. 
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EPISOD III 

The stage is lit by a spotlight. A table and a chair 
are visible, implying a coffee shop setting. There 
are a mar and a woman sitting at the table and 
two cups of coffee are in front of them. A bunch 
of newspapers are rolled in front of them. On 


one side, there is a woman, who could be the 
woman in episode one, and on the other side, a 
man and a woman, who again could be the ones 
in episode two. A man is behind the counter. At 
the upstage, there’s a picture of Munch’s painting 


Scream. 
The woman opens the paper and reads. 


“A man who had been charged with putting 
his wife in a suitcase after suffocating her and 
taking her to the suburbs was found guilty and 
sentenced to death by five judges of the 
criminal court. Last winter a man walking in a 
highway in the suburbs of the city noticed a 
suitcase and after opening it found a woman’s 
corpse inside. The woman’s feet were tied and 
a rope was wrapped around her neck. ” 

Stop it. 

Let me finish it. It’s very interesting. 

That’s enough. We’ve come out together for a 
day, so please don’t occupy your mind with 
such things. 

But it’s very interesting. Listen, “65 murders 
in the first four months of this year. ” 

These are events happening every day. 

Well, it’s really horrible. 

Yes, and it has become normal to the same 
extent. 

You mean you don’t find it interesting that 
they’re the people who live around us? 

No, not at all. 
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Man’s voice from outside I said two hands are holding 
on to the tree roots and won’t let go of them. 

Man Oh, so it’s him. 

Man’s voice from outside Who’s him? 

Man Forget it. 


He moves away from the window and sits at his 
desk and starts typing. The sound of a loud 
commotion is heard. The man continues typing 
fast indifferently. The light fades away. 

END OF EPISODE II 
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gradually. It’s wiped out of our minds and 
then no one ever dares to think of them and 
everything becomes forgotten. I’ve covered 
my eyes in my skull for many years and have 
thought about all this. Now it’s time I open 
my eyes: ten, nine, eight, seven, six, five, four, 
three, two... one. 


The light comes back on. At the same time a 
racket is heard from outside. The man is sitting 
at his typewriter and is typing. He takes out the 
paper from the typewriter and starts reading. 


Man “He who stands aloof runs the risk of 
believing himself better than others and 
misusing his critique of society as [The 
commotion becomes louder; the man covers his ears 
with his hands] any ideology for his private 
interest. The detached observer is as much 
entangled... [The noise annoys him. He leaves the 
papers and goes to the window.] Hey, what’s going 
on down there? I’m talking to you, yes; I said 
what’s going on there? Sir, you, I said what’s 
going on there? 

Man’s voice from outside What? 


Man I said what’s going on down there? 

Man’s voice from outside Do you see that plane tree on 
the other side of the street? 

Man Yes, yes, they’re pulling it down with a tow 
truck... Is that why it’s so crowded? 

Man’s voice from outside No, something strange has 
happened. 

Man What strange thing? 


Man’s voice from outside They say as they were pulling 
the tree, two hands held on to the roots firmly 
under ground and wouldn’t let go of them. 
No matter how much they pull, the hands 
won’t let go of the roots. Now they’re digging 
the ground. But the hands are really big sir ... 
You can’t believe your eyes these days... 


Man What? 


Woman 
Man 


Woman 
Man 


Man 
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If the wolf finds Eve, Eve will become the 
wolf. 
[Laughs] Of course, then it’s the wolf’s turn to 
become air. 

No, the wolf stays a wolf forever. 

[Laughs] What a wolf story this is going to 
become. Ok. I’ll start counting. 


He closes his eyes and counts. The light turns 
off. His countdown finishes. 


You cheater, you turned off the light but I’ll 
still find you. It’s both more foolish and more 
interesting this way... I had a torch here. [The 
torch is turned on and he searches in the dark. Slowly 
and playfully at first, but the man gradually understands 
the woman is not anywhere in the room.] Where are 
you? I didn’t hear the door, so you must be in 
this room... Maybe you really disappeared 
into thin air. [The torch turns a few times, but there’s 
no trace of the woman.] Come out. I can’t find 
you. You are making me turn on the lights. 
[Goes to the switch but the lamp doesn’t turn on.] 
Why is the power out? Look, come out, the 
power’s out... leave the game for another 
time... Look, I’m beginning to become afraid 
[The torch light falls on Munch’s painting The Scream. A 
horrendous scream is heard. Darkness. ] 


Man’s voice in the dark Now I’m in my skull. In the 


dark, it’s the skull’s darkness that makes the 
brain imagine. Now I find all I have lost in the 
dark again. In my imagination, the way I like 
them to be. Life’s an absurd game; everything 
is lost quickly and is never found at times. 
When we cover our eyes in the game, our 
mind wanders'off, to all the corners, wherever 
one can hide in. Our mind knows about 
everything. It can see behind all those hidden 
corners, but once the eye is opened, 
everything is what can be seen. Whatever is 
invisible stays hidden and is forgotten 
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Woman 
Man 
Woman 
Man 
Woman 
Man 
Woman 


Man 
Woman 


Man 
Woman 
Man 
Woman 


Man 
Woman 


Man 
Woman 
Man 


Woman 
Man 


There’s your mistake. When a game ends, a 
new one just beings. 
Now which game has ended and which has 


begun? 
The game of our life has ended and the game 
of the play has begun. 
So my playwriting has ended and your 
playfulness has begun. 
Maybe the other way round. 
So what should we play? 
Wolf-in-the-air’ 
Wolf-in-the-air? 
Yes. You'll be the wolf and I, the air. 
Both laugh. 


We've really become fools. 

Maybe we were. 

Well, my being a wolf isn’t very hard. But 
how are you going to be air? 

Your being a wolf has never been hard but 
being Eve has always been difficult. 

Air or Eve? 

No difference. Of course, it might have a 
different spelling, but it’s not different in 
itself. 


Both laugh. 


Playing it must be very philosophical the way 
you put it, 

It’s very simple actually. The wolf closes his 
eyes and Eve hides. 

Well, this is nothing but ordinary hide-and- 
seek you genius. 

It’s very different from hide-and-seek. 

How? 


'. Gorgam-be Hava is the name for an old Iranian children game. It’s the same as hide- 


and-seek, where one person chases the others as a wolf. It has been translated word by 
word since the original text plays with the words in a special way and later uses the 


words Air and Eve alternately [which actually sound the same in Farsi]. [Translator] 


Man 


Woman 


Man 


Woman 
Man 


Woman 
Man 
Woman 
Man 


Woman 


Man 


Woman 
Man 


Woman 
Man 


Woman 
Man 
Woman 


Man 
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[Cross] Will you stop it? I said that subject is 
over; finished. 

Everything’s over. ‘There’s nothing left 
between me and you. I just want to know 
why you threw me and then let me fall. 

I wasn’t supposed to catch you. I was only 
supposed to throw you into the air. If you 
didn’t have wings, you shouldn’t have desired 
to fly. 

I had wings, but I was bewitched by you. 

We weren’t supposed to play... but you 
played. 

You played too. 

You made me play 

I had told you of my desire for you to write 
one day and for me to play it. 

But I wrote something and you played 
something else. 

Because I’m an actor. I’m not supposed to play 
things already written down. 

You’re not an actor. You’ve just played fast 
and loose with us... You were only supposed 
to talk about yourself... you yourself... not 
dragging me into it. You only said of me in 
your play and only repeated my words. 

How could I omit you from myself? You 
were part of me. 

I was a part of you but not your toy. Now 
we're both actors. 

[Laughs] Two fools... now we are fools too. 

If we become fools, everything becomes 
foolish. 

Now that we’re fools, let’s keep playing. 

Play? This is the end of the game. 

Games have no ending. That’s why one never 
gets tired of them. 

Yes, you never get tired, but it ends at some 
point. 
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Man 
Woman 


Man 
Woman 
Man 
Woman 
Man 


Woman 
Man 
Woman 


Man 
Woman 


Man 
Woman 


Starts picking them up. 


Why did you turn the light on? 

[While picking papers up] Believe me, I didn’t 
mean to disturb you... it’s your own fault... 
shouldn’t you have made a call... you have no 
feelings... at least for my sake... 

Don’t touch them. 

Pll clean up here a bit and I’ll be gone. 

I said don’t touch them. 

Do you want them to be in such a mess? 

Yes, it’s none of your business. I said leave 
them. 


She slams the papers on to the ground. 


To hell, stay and rot here. 

Why did you come here? 

After a week you call and without asking how 
I am or even saying hello you say one of the 
characters in your novel is lost, and then you 
say I’ve stolen him. I used to think you’re 
only immature, but now I know you're a fool 
too. 

That subject is over. 

So all this time that there was no word from 
you; you were actually searching for him. 
Now who had snatched him? 

Forget it. I said it’s over. 

Did you think there’s not enough men on this 
planet for me to want to steal your character... 
what have you given me to make me look for 
another one. You think he was going to throw 
me into the air and take me with his big hands 
and I’d melt in his arms. You’re all cast in the 
same mold. It doesn’t matter how big his 
hands are, they aren’t bigger than your 
thoughts. Remember what you used to tell me 
on those first days? You threw me into the air 
with your thoughts but you suddenly let me 
fall; you dodged. 


Man’s voice 


Woman 
Man’s voice 


Woman 


Man’s voice 
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The torch turns. Next to the window is a woman 
with a scarf around her neck and she is knitting 
the rest of that scarf. 


Hello Mother, you haven’t seen the man with 
big hands either? 

Bigger and longer than this scarf?! 

Don’t know... I don’t know. I just know they 
should be really big and long. 

But I know nothing bigger and longer than 
this scarf. 

How come none of you have seen him? He 
pruned trees every day. He collected the dry 
leaves. 


The torch searches the stage fast, There is no 
one. Darkness. 


Man’s voice in darkness Everything can be found in 


Woman 


the dark. Whatever is ruined, lost and 
forgotten. Now |’m sitting in the dark and I’m 
finding all I’ve lost. Like the octopus that 
finds its hands in the abyss of the ocean when 
it’s under the sand. Now I’m in my skull, in 
the dark. It’s the skull’s darkness that brings 
about imagination. Of all that is lost and is 
only found in our imagination. The world of 
darkness, a world without regret or remorse... 
all our pain comes from light. 


As the light comes back on, we see the woman 
standing on the right of the stage. Her hand is on 
the light switch, and the man slowly turns his 
head away from the typewriter. The light hurts 
his eyes. 


Where on earth are you? Why don’t you at 
least pick up the phone when I call? I came to 
the door many times but there was no answer. 
Finally I had to take the key from the 
janitor... to come and see if you’re still alive. 
[Her look falls on the scattered papers around the room] 


Why have you messed them up? 
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Second man 


Woman 


Man’s voice 
Woman 
Man’s voice 
Woman 
Man’s voice 
Woman 
Man’s voice 
Woman 
Man’s voice 


Man’s voice 


Man 2 
Man’s voice 
Man 2 
Man’s voice 
Man 2 


Man’s voice 


Man 2 


Look, I have got a lot to do, I have to go, leave 
it for some other time. [Walks away in a hurry.] 


The torch light turns. It fixes on a woman 
rocking an imaginary baby. 


You’re my martyr... you’re my martyr... 
you're my martyr... 

Sorry, may I please.... 

Hush... just dropped off. 

Please... someone’s lost. 

[Gently] quietly please... lost? Who...? 

A man with big hands. 

Man with big hands?! 

Yes, a man with big hands is lost. 

What kind of a man is a man with big hands? 
A man with very big hands... much bigger 
than you can imagine... for sure you have seen 
him... without talking to anyone... he just 
wandered around these streets... He could do a 
lot with his big hands. 


Feeling frightened, the woman screams. She lets 


go of the baby and runs off. The torch turns, a 
man is at the type writer typing something. 


Look, haven’t you seen this man with big 
hands? 

Just a moment... [Still types] 

I’m talking to you, haven’t you seen him? 
Can’t you see I’m busy? What’s that? 

I said haven’t you seen a man with big hands? 
The man with big hands... Have you gone 
crazy at this time of night? Who’s the man 
with big hands? 

Jesus, when you looked out of your window 
every day, didn’t you see a man with big 
hands on the other side of the street? 

Out of my window? Yes, I did look out... but 
I wasn’t really looking anywhere... ask my 
mother, maybe she knows, she always knits 
sitting next to the window. 


Man 


Man 
Man 


Maa 


Man 


Man’s voice 


Second man 
Man’s voice 


Second man 
Man’s voice 
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What do you mean you have no idea...? Who 
else could have come in to this apartment but 
you? 


I know what I’m saying. It’s you that doesn’t 
know what she’s doing to me. 


Finish this? So finish it, but answer my 
question first. 


What do you want to end...? I said I’ll finish 
it... yes, just give me a few days... I need you 
to understand my situation... I said I’m not 
writing journalistic material, this is a proposal, 
it takes time... You shouldn’t put me under 
pressure... Look, something has just happened 
to me so I can’t listen to you ... No, I can’t... 
[Shouts] I’ve just lost someone, that’s all! 
[Hangs up] Stupid man! Thinks I’m a robot. 


Goes after the papers again and searches. Gets up 
confused and helpless. 


[Talking to himself] I clearly remember that all 
the characters in my novel used to see a man 
with big hands everyday when they went to 
work [Sits at his desk] I’m not mistaken. 

Sinks in to his thoughts. The light fades out. A 


torch light is turned on and starts searching the 
stage. The light finds a man rushing away. 


Wait a second, [He stops] Haven’t you seen this 
man with big hands? 

Man with big hands? It sounds very familiar. 
The big-handed man you saw everyday as you 
went to work, the one who collected the 
leaves on the sidewalk to give to road sweeper. 
[Thinks for a while] No I haven’t. 

How come you haven’t... He was on these 
streets every day. 
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Man 
Man 
Man 


Man 
Man 


Man 


Man 


Man 
Man 


Man 


Man 


Man 


Man 


Did you take it? 
Hello... I said did you take it? 
Don’t pretend you don’t know anything. 


Look, I’m not in the mood for your games; I 
said did you take it? 


During these months that I was working on 
this proposal, did you touch my stories? 


Don’t lie to me, who else could do it except... 


No, my story isn’t lost. That man with the big 
hands is lost 


Yes, a man with big hands. 
You mean you haven’t read that story? 


Yes, one of the characters in my story 1s lost. 
There was a man with big hands in my story 
and now he’s not there. 


Yes, it’s possible. 


I’ve just read it over and over... it was exactly 
on pages 50 to 60. I’m positive. 


Look, a man with big hands... much bigger 
than normal... He used to go around the city 
every day... people saw him... they laughed at 
him... but he never spoke to anyone... he only 
helped some people with his big hands... now 
in the story everything is in its place but that 
man’s missing in my story. 
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proposal... Tve shut my life down...I 
understand your limitations... No, I can’t... 
I’m not in a position to be under pressure... 
[Suddenly sees red] Shut up! You drive me crazy! 
I’m not going to write anything at all... I'll 
tear them all... you think I’m idle? What do 
you take me for? I told you that once I enter 
my flat I won’t know you or anyone else... 
Look, it is none of your business how much I 
turn the pages of these books. Yes, you can 
think I love them more than you, so what? 
What are you trying to get at?! I said you’re 
not going to try me. Instead of trying me, go 
sit and read the Trial. No, no, I’m not after a 
high ranking position. If I'd wanted a position 
of that type I wouldn’t have chosen this way. I 
know everything you’re going to say. Don’t 
break my concentration and stop calling here. 
[Slams the receiver down] These women don’t 
understand anything! 


Walks in the room and smokes. Speaks to 
himself subtly now and then. Goes to the desk, 
sits down at the typewriter and starts typing, but 
looks deeply buried in his thoughts. Gets up, 
heaps all the papers around the desk and in the 
bookcase in his arms and drops them on the 
floor at the front of stage. He goes back and sits 
at the desk, closes his eyes and starts smoking, 
takes a book out of the bookcase and starts 
reading but loses his composure again and throws 
the book on to the floor. He gets up, goes and 
sits next to the papers at the front of stage and 
starts making paper planes and throws them into 
the air. Takes some papers out of the heap, starts 
reading, indifferently at the beginning, then 
more curiously. Gradually becomes nervous and 
starts searching among the papers for something. 
Skims the papers quickly and throws them aside, 
searches in the bookcase and around the desk. 
Examines every paper at sight quickly. Goes to 
the phone nervously and dials. 
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Man 


Man 


solitude that we are tempted to regard as 
resulting from our own superior choice. ”' 


The phone next to him starts ringing but he goes 
nonchalantly to his desk and starts typing. 
Suddenly he turns to the phone and without 
picking it up: 
[Shouting] Damn it, I can’t. I can’t move away 
from this desk tonight. 


The phone continues to ring. 


You think I’m idle like you. I told you once I 
enter my flat I won’t know you or anyone 
else... Look, it’s none of your business how 
much I turn the pages of these books. [As if 
somebody is talking to him] Yes, you can think I 
love them more than you, so what? What are 
you trying to get at?! I said you’re not going 
to try me. Instead of trying me, go sit and read 
the Trial. [Seems like he’s evading the imaginary 
person’s speech.] No, no, I’m not after a high 
ranking position. If I’d wanted a position of 
that type I wouldn’t have chosen this way. I 
know everything you’re going to say. Don’t 
disturb me and stop calling here! [Resumes 
typing and the phone continues to ring] All right, but 
this time I’m not going to talk as I always do. 
[Picks up the phone] Damn you! Why don’t you 
leave me alone? Why don’t you let me be, you 
fool! Our deal was that I'd take this flat so 
you'd leave me alone ... [Suddenly freezes] No, 
no! I’m really sorry! I wasn’t talking to you sir 
[Pauses for a few seconds] I’m just not feeling very 
well... No, it’s nothing... I’m about to finish 
it... Yes, I just need a few more days... Look, I 
need you to understand my situation... 
Because I’m not writing journalistic material... 
Sir I have rented an apartment for this 


'. Minima Moralia: Reflections from Damaged Life, Theodor W. Adorno 


Man 


Episode II 
On the stage, the desk and chair are visible 
through the dim light. On the desk there’s a 


typewriter, some empty cigarette packs, and 
some sheets of paper which have fallen on the 
floor and are scattered all around the desk. There 
are also a few books on the desk and an old black 
phone. A man is sitting at the desk typing and 
has a cigarette in his mouth. Behind him there’s a 
bookcase and on the other side, a painting of 
Munch [The Scream] can be seen. At stage right 
there’s a window. The man is leaning back on 
the chair. He takes out the typed paper out of 
the typewriter and starts reading. 


“He who stands aloof runs the risk of 
believing himself better than others and 
misusing his critique of society as any 
ideology for his private interest. While he 
gropingly forms his own life in the frail image 
of a true existence, he should never forget its 
frailty, nor how little the i image is a substitute 
for true life. Against such awareness, however, 
pulls the momentum of the bourgeois within 
him. The detached observer is as much 
entangled as the active participant; the only 
advantage of the former is insight into his 
entanglement, and the infinitesimal freedom 
that lies in knowledge as such. [...] He is 
forced to develop a coldness indistinguishable 
from that of the bourgeois. 

We record the decline of education, and yet 
our prose has in common with the culture 
industry cadences unsuspected by us. [...] The 
subjugation of life to the process of 
production imposes as a humiliation on 
everyone something of the isolation and 
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She lies down with closed eyes, as if she’s dead. 
The light fades out. Someone enters the stage 
with a torch, perhaps it’s the woman herself. 
Light falls on different parts of the stage. But 
there’s no trace of the woman. The torch 
nervously searches all the corners. It doesn’t 
show anything anymore. There’s only the beam 
of light that can be seen like a line. A screaming 
music rises and falls. There’s no trace of the 
torch’s light. Pitch dark. A loud neighing is 
heard and then the sound of a carriage, going 
away under the strokes of horse whips. 

End of Episode I 


Voice 


Voice 


Voice 
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diameter of your tea-cups, width of your 
waist, the length of the shower pipe and the 
empty spaces inside your bookshelf are? See 
how much you’ve lost track of scale. 
Bellerophon, with his horse, will eternally 
wander on Earth. 

I’ve told you ten times this is not a pipe. This 
is not a pipe. This is not a pipe. This is not a 
pipe. This is not a pipe... 

Let us go then, you and I, when the evening is 
spread out against the sky, like a patient 
etherized upon a table. 


Don Corleone's voice in Godfather But you don't ask 


Voice 


with respect. You don't offer friendship. 
You’re not supposed to become one with the 
character; you must become one with the role. 
Character and role couldn’t be further apart. 


Odysseus’s voice in Troy movie Let them say I lived 


Voice 


Voice 


Woman 


Woman 


in the time of Achilles. 

With such foolishness you had better become 
a theater actress. 

Structurally speaking, definitely the most 
important weakness of this play is to be 
sought in the acting. 


The Woman, curled up, is very confused and 
frustrated, suddenly jumps, puts her hands on 
her ears and screams; a scream like Munch’s 
painting. 
Get the hell out of my sight you bastards, 
murderers... You’re brainless! I don’t need to 
move away from my role... It’s you who have 
to move away from me! I know exactly what 
lies in your sympathetic eyes. A woman, a 
woman is /ying there. 


She closes her eyes as if she’s listening to a 
melody. 


Just leave me alone by myself. 
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Man’s voice 


Woman 


Voice 
Voice 


Voice 
Voice 
Voice 


Voice 


Voice 


strongly and violently. A man’s voice, as if Nietzsche’s is 
heard halting and truncated. ] 

Why do you whip that poor horse F... R... 
Pisca hiss Davies Eoccclece OST 


The woman raises the whip and lashes in every 
direction as if she wants to throw it to the source 
of the voice; she turns and whips continuously. 
Then sits and cries silently. 


That horse was white... My horse was white. 
These books are all white, fully white; 
nothing’s ever been written in them. I’m 
drowning in all this whiteness. I’m fading in 
all this whiteness. I’m being wiped off. 


Miscellaneous voices are heard subtly. The voices 
mingle and the woman curls up at each voice. 


Why do you whip that horse?! 

Pll repeat a hundred times the square root of 
2, square root of 2, square root of 2, square 
root of 2, square root of 2, square root of 2, 
square root of 2. 

Did you read the Trial? 

Are you playing with us? 

[Tender and seductive] You’re a divine actor, you 
should be bold in your attempts to get at the 
role. 

[Preaching] Theater is the art of fools, according 
to Freudian psychology acting means 
unconscious revelation, the suppressed 
unconscious and the desire to flaunt which is 
severely suppressed in childhood; the theater 
actor is sick. That’s why by suggesting the 
alienation effect in a work of art, Brecht tried 
to remove all signs of ill health which existed 
on stage for the audience. 

Your problem is losing track of scale. The rug 
in your house is not 12 square meters; it’s 11 
meters 58 square centimeters. Your bed is not 
2 meters; it’s 2 meters and 3 millimeters. By 
the way do you have any idea how much the 


Woman 


Woman 


Woman 


Woman: 
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The light facing her is turned off. The woman 
opens a book before her and starts reading while 
sitting at the desk. 


Maturing in acting means understanding 
another human being. Stella Adler believed 
that: the first idea the actor develops about the 
role, comes from his understanding of the 
characteristic of the stereotype in mind. No 
matter how much of an individual a character 
is, he will still belong to a certain social class. 
Adler wanted writers to explore real life and 
works of literature for the characteristics 
which distinguish people’s personalities. 
Society, in fact, is made from different social 
stereotypes. She believes that in acting one 
must depart from him, and to achieve this and 
also to become closer to the character one 
must study the text in detail and be able to 
differentiate between him and the character.’ 
[She gets up. Walks around the desk and 
practices body movements and dialogues. 
Lights off. With the light coming back on, the 
woman is sitting on the chair, a few meters 
away from the desk and is looking at it. This 
act of looking lasts a few minutes. 

And the circle is the most complete of all 
shapes. 


Takes her chair and puts it somewhere else on 
the stage and starts staring at the desk again. 


Each point can be a start and an end. 


She gets up, makes something with the cigarette 


packs, like a castle, and suddenly destroys it 
madly. 


I keep leafing through these books, leafing and 
leafing and [As if she’s holding a whip] I keep 
lashing and slashing and keep leafing [Whips 


' _ Characterization According Stella Adler, Joanna Roth 
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Woman Well, we used to go for walks. 

Voice of Man 1 Do you know how Nietzsche died? 

Woman By the way, what color was the horse? 

Voice of Man 2 Why did you use to take walks? 

Woman Well, to refresh ourselves and have a talk. 

Voice of Man 1 What does it matter what color the 
horse was? Why do you talk nonsense? 

Woman Well, it’s very interesting for me. I want to 


know what color the horse was to make him 
wrap his arms around its neck. 


Voice of Man 2 Why didn’t you talk at home? 
Woman Well, we talked at home too. 
Voice of Man 1 How stupid do you think I am? What 


does it matter what color that horse was, 
darling? Your problem lies somewhere else. 
You like to deal with everything 
superficially... Do you know what I’ve gone 
through to grasp the meaning of each of these 
words...2 Why do you expect to get 
everything at the push of a button? 


Woman Did I get you at the push of a button? 

Voice of Man 2 What did you use to talk about 
outside? 

Woman Same things we talked about at home, 
sometimes we cracked jokes. We teased 
people. 

Voice of Man 1 So these books resemble me. 

Woman I don’t want to have anything but you. 

Voice of Man 2 So, why did you use to go to the 
theater? 

Woman He said theater is the art of foolishness. 

Voice of Man1[Laughs] You’re a fool... You should have 
played in the theater... 

Woman So now I’m playing. 

Voice of Man 2 Now, are you playing with us? 

Woman No, I’m playing myself. 


Voices of Man 1&2 [Together] Fool! 
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suddenly snatches the imaginary book and rocks it like a 
baby. She jumps on the desk and makes the baby fly off 
like a bird towards the audience. ] Now I want to 
tell you, gentlemen, whether you care to hear 
it or not, why I could not even become an 
insect. I tell you solemnly, that I have many 
times tried to become an insect. But I was not 
equal even to that. I swear, gentlemen, that to 
be too conscious is an illness--a real thorough- 
going illness. For man's everyday needs, it 
would have been quite enough to have the 
ordinary human consciousness, that is, half or 
a quarter of the amount which falls to the lot 
of a cultivated man of our unhappy century’. 
[She jumps off. Arranges the cigarette packs around her 
and sits in the middle of them.] He placed those 
books around him and then set fire to 
everything including himself, and then he 
blazed and burned. He burned everything 
down, burned... blazed... blizzard... the 
blizzard is cracking my bones. [She curls up into 
herself, like an embryo in the womb] 


She gets up. Jumps on the desk and stretches her 
arms open, as if preparing to fly. She closes her 
eyes. The light fades out. The slamming of a 
metal door, like that of a prison, is heard. The 
screech of a car is heard. The car doors are 
opened for a moment and closed quickly. A dim 
light is lit behind the woman. Long shadows 
appear. A man’s shout echoes far away on the 
stage. The light comes back. The woman is 
sitting at the desk. A light is shining on her, 
facing her. The light hurts her eyes. Two men 
are heard alternately. 


Voice of Man 1 Did you read the Trial? 

Woman Trial? 

Voice of Man 1 [Discomposed] I mean Kafka’s Trial. 
Woman Oh... yes, half of it. 

Voice of Man 2 Where did you use to go at night? 


'. Notes from the Underground, Dostoyevsky 
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drag and drag and keep dragging. [Suddenly pulls 
herself away nervously] Don’t. Don’t, don’t pull. 
My dress is being torn. [She flees as if someone is 


pulling on her dress and she is trying to release herself. 
The light fades. In the dark it seems as though she is 


undressing and getting prepared for bed. ] [Whispering in 
darkness] and the circle is the most complete of 
all shapes. 


With the light coming back, we see the woman 
still stumbling and smoking the cigarette. 


Dig me... He kept saying “be deep!” I said, so 
dig into me. [She retracts and opens up again, as if 
someone is digging her up with a pick. She falls on the 
floor and suddenly digs something off the ground and 
embraces it like a baby. She lulls the baby, moves her 
soothingly up and down as though she is crying. She 


lullabies in the baby’s ear.] You’re my martyr... 
You’re my martyr... You’re my martyr... [Sits 
on the chair. As if the baby has been transformed into a 
book, she starts reading it.] [Reads out loud] On 3 
January 1889, in Turin, Friedrich Nietzsche saw 
a cabman beating his horse’. He ran to the 
animal and threw his arms round the beast 
and started a commotion. And Nietzsche 
smoothly continues to live for twelve years on 
the verge of life, gentle and childlike, 


incapable of any coherent thought. [She gets up 
as if a horse is in front of her. She wraps her arms 
around its neck and huddles under the strokes of a 


whip.] Do not forget women when you go to 
horses. [She trots around the desk.] She runs and 
runs. The woman trots around the desk. [She 
gradually slows down her steps and starts counting 
them] Do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ci. [Speaking as the 
man] Stop counting your steps, look at the 
books. [As if there’s an exhibition, taps on imaginary 
books with a finger] Read this, this one’s nice too, 
Notes from the Underground...[The woman 


) . Nietzsch, J. P. Stern 


Woman 


Episode I 

The stage is lit with a spotlight. There’s a desk in 
the center of the stage and a woman is sitting at 
the desk. There are cigarette packets on the desk, 
cigarette ends are visible all around the woman’s 


feet. On stage right, there’s a painting by Munch 
[The Scream]. The woman has an unkempt and 
disturbed look, as if she is deeply engaged with 
her thoughts. Her upset and cloudy face can be 
easily felt during the play. Her way of dressing is 
indicative of her disturbance. All the props are 
there to serve her inner devastation. ] 


And the circle is the most complete of all 
shapes. [She gets up and half-circles the desk a few 
times.] Each point can be a start and an end to 
it. [She makes something with the cigarette packs, 
something like a castle, and suddenly destroys it madly. | 
[Anxious] He kept leafing through these pages, 
kept leafing, kept leafing, kept beating. 
[Suddenly covers her face with her hands] Don’t beat 
me! Don’t! Ok, I won’t disturb you again. 
Why do you beat me so much? You keep 
beating. You keep beating, you keep beating, 
keep leafing through these books. [She takes up a 
book and starts turning the pages frantically until the 
pages are torn off. She throws the book into a corner, 
goes toward the empty cigarette packs, embraces them 
and holds them tightly.] This is my share of him, 
all my share of my man. [She lets go of the 
cigarette packs and starts searching frantically in the 
empty packs to find a cigarette. In one, she finds a 
cigarette, lights it up, stumbles and takes drags.] [Holds 
the cigarette up in the air] This isn’t what I’ve been 
burned with. [She runs with the cigarette, as if 
quarreling with someone] No, I’m not giving it to 
you... Why do you smoke so much man... 
what is it you’re doing... day in, day out, you 
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